ANSWERS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1944
"NO CHANGE IN MY ROUTINE"

Asked what steps he was taking to relieve himself of some of his official burdens
with a view to conserving his health, the Prime Minister said on January 18 :

I am obliged to my hon. and gallant friend for his solicitude, but I
have no changes at present to propose in my routine.

When another member suggested that they should all drink the toast " Death to
all Dictators and Long Life to All Liberators, among whom the Prime Minister is
first/' Mr. Churchill replied :

It is very early in the morning.

SERVICE M.P.s

Asked under what regulations, applicable to all the Forces of the Crown, the War
Office forbade Lieut. Lawson, M.P. for Skipton, to address a meeting outside his
constituency, the Prime Minister said on January 19 :

Paragraph 541 (a) of the King's Regulations is the one which is
involved. I consider, however, that the question should be dealt
with on broader grounds. It is the right of a member of Parliament
to decide that his parliamentary duties must claim priority over any
military obligations he has accepted or incurred. If he wishes, as
many hon. members have done, to combine the dual function, he must
observe a certain measure of restraint and discretion in his conduct.
Should he fail to do this, the First Lord of the Admiralty or the Secretary
of State for War or Air must be the judge of when to invite him to
concentrate his attention exclusively upon his parliamentary duties.
I am glad to think that in so many cases it has been found possible
for members of this House to combine effective parliamentary service
with an honourable part in the active defence of the country. I think
very few things have been more successful than this system of having
members both serving in the Fighting Forces, where so many have
given their lives and others have won distinction, and at the same time
continuing as active members of the House. It is a most remarkable
achievement.

MINERS IN THE ARMY

Asked how much longer it was proposed to retain in the Army experienced miners
under 36 years of age who were anxious to return to the mines and who were engaged
on menial jobs, such as looking after wash-houses and feeding pigs and cleaning out
their sties, the Prime Minister said on February I:

The word "menial " should not be applied io. any disparaging sense
to " looking after wash-houses and feeding pigs and cleaning out their